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How are behavioural sciences incorporated into policymaking?
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How have behavioural insights shaped efficiency policy?

Understanding 

how people think 

about energy

Pre-testing policy 

tools & solutions

Field-testing policy 

solutions and 

measuring impact

Designing policy 

through a 

behaviourally 

informed lens

Loss 

Aversion

Benchmarking

Meaningful 

Benefits

Coming soon!



What lessons have been learned?

Collect Meter 

Level Data

Energy Behaviour is 

Complicated

Partner with Energy 

Companies for Scale

Get Senior Level 

Support Information Campaigns Don’t Work*
Talk to Energy 

Experts



Some Typical questions/concerns

“If we think it will work, shouldn’t we just 

use it now?”

“Why do we need to randomise? Can’t 

we just look at what happens before and 

after?”

“Are we supposed to be ‘experimenting 

on people’?”

“A trial makes sense, but we just don’t 

have the time right now”. 



Opportunities for international collaboration?

• Experience of Running Trials

• Sharing “What Works”

• International Surveys

• E.g. Energy Literacy



Questions?

Thank you!

If you want to get in touch, 

email me at 

karl.purcell@seai.ie


