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PROKILOWATT: SWISS TENDERS FOR ENERGY 

EFFICIENCY 
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BACKGROUND 

 The measures supported should have the least costs per kWh saved        

(discriminatory auction) 

 Only projects and programmes are eligible which would not be 

implemented without financial support (principle of additionally) 

 

 Private or public entitled to apply for funding 

 1st round lunched in 2010 

 Voluntary instrument 

 Funding stemming from levy on the electricity transmission grid  

       (up to 0.1cts./kWh) 

 No specific quantitative target 

 

       Supported measures: 

       ►Projects are measures at one client (max. 2 MCHF) 

       ►Programmes are coordinated action (intermediary)  

           for similar measures with different clients (max. 3 MCHF) 
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DISTRIBUTION OF PROGRAMMS 

FUNDING BY TECHNOLOGY  
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COST CURVE 
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SUBSIDIES / SAVINGS BY SECTOR  
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PROGRAMMS VS. PROJECTS 
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INTERMEDIARIES 
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TRENDS  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          2010 - 2016 

130 
programmes 

supported  

310 projects 

supported  

150 Million 

CHF allocated 

→ 80% of funds are allocated to 

programmes…not projects!   

 

Why? Scaling up…! Need for 

supportive measures! 

 

 Communication 

 Assessment, identification of potential,           

analysis at the client (on site) for free 

 Accompany through implementation 

 Monitoring 

 Schooling/ formation 

 

→ max. 10% Management Cost 

→ max. 20% Auxiliary support measures 

 
→ NO art. 38 GBER in Switzerland 

(General Block Exemption Regulation) 
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ADDITIONALITY: ECONOMIC 

ATTRACTIVENESS VS. AGE 

2010 - 2015 2016 →  

 Payback › 4 years  

 Not yet implemented 



IEA Workshop: Market-based Instruments for Energy Efficiency Policy │ Brussels │ January 24 │ 2017 

Ivan König │Swiss Federal Office of Energy 
10 

LESSONS TO DATE 

 7 years of operation has proven that competitive tenders are valuable in 

triggering electricity saving measures 

 

 Need to balance application process 

→ Rigorous enough to ensure good projects 

→ Simple enough to encourage applications 

 

 To keep the funding conditions for applicant attractive enough  

        to trigger actions 
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THANK YOU..! 

 

 

Ivan König 
 

MA International Relations  

MA European Economics  

 

Senior Manager Swiss 

Electricity Saving Tenders 
 

Swiss Federal Office of Energy 

(SFOE) 

 

ivan.koenig@bfe.admin.ch 

+41 58 462 69 21 
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