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What is EIM 

The Energy Imbalance Market (EIM) is a Real 

time wholesale energy trading market that 

enables participants anywhere in the West to 

buy and sell energy when needed. 

 

 

 
NOTE: all the information presented is public information and 

could be found at: 

www.caiso.com 

www.westerneim.com 

http://www.caiso.com/
http://www.westerneim.com/
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Where is the CAISO EIM today 

 
Eight Western states: 

• California 

• Oregon 

• Washington 

• Arizona 

• Idaho 

• Nevada 

• Wyoming 

• Utah 

Canada  

• British Columbia 

Mexico (under consideration) 

• Baja California 
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EIM – in general  

• EIM’s advanced market systems automatically find 

low-cost energy to serve real-time consumer demand 

across a wide geographic area. 

 

• EIM has enhanced grid reliability and generated cost 

savings for its participants.   

 

• EIM improves the integration of renewable energy, 

which leads to a cleaner, greener grid.  
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EIM – How does it work 

• The EIM allows participants to buy and sell power 

close to the time electricity is consumed, and gives 

system operators real-time visibility across neighboring 

grids  

• Improves the balancing of supply and demand at a 

lower cost 

• Balances fluctuations in supply and demand by finding 

lower-cost resources across the region   

• Manages congestion on transmission lines 

• Makes excess renewable energy available to 

participating utilities at low cost   
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EIM – Benefits 

• Reduced costs for market participants   

• Reduced carbon emissions and more efficient use 

and integration of renewable energy   

• Enhanced reliability 
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$401.73 million in gross benefits since inception  
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EIM Benefits in mTCO2*  

*Metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (MTCO2 Eq.) 


