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Why Include
Two-fold grounding:

1. Clean Energy Transitions (CET) potential for significant 
social justice and participation consequences. Should not 
aggravate grievances.

2. Social barriers – behavioural, acceptance issues – with 
individuals, communities, and organisations, can inhibit 
transitions.



A research centre for socially inclusive energy transitions

Include (UiO, 2020–2027)

22 partners 

7 research institutions

41 ongoing projects

7 PhDs (to increase)

https://www.sum.uio.no/english/include/



Interventions
Synthesis and  Outreach

Energy Systems 
in Transition

Energy Spaces 
and Flows

Municipalities as 
Change Agents

Include



Three example studies
• Flexible energy consumption measures:

Indicates highly diverging individual energy use flexibility. National policy 
does not consider differences in potential. Hiding new forms of energy 
poverty?

• Windpower siting:
Turned highly controversial in Norway. Participation and perceptions of 
justice crucial to the outcome. Might lead to problems for electrification.

• Municipality as energy entrepreneur:
Local Governments have significant influence as agents going forward –
organizational form and local identity crucial for overcoming barriers to 
‘crazy investments’.



Indicative conclusions
• Social factors largely seen to be outside of the energy sector’s mandate

• Individual and collective agency can represent significant barriers to, as well as 
facilitate, transition

• Transitions have potential for creating significant justice issues if left unaddressed

The research centre will further investigate:
• In what ways social barriers can impede CET and why

• How social implications of CET can be addressed in policy

• The links between justice, legitimacy issues, and acceptance for CET, and related 
behaviour
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