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Wednesday, 26 February 2025 

13h30 Welcome 

 Toshiyuki Sakamoto, Vice Chair, Committee on Energy Research and Technology 

(CERT) 

Timur Gül, Chief Energy Technology Officer, International Energy Agency (IEA) 

David Maisonnier, Chair, Fusion Power Coordinating Committee (FPCC) 

13h45 Introduction to Fusion Energy  

 

 Prof. Karl Lackner, Emeritus Scientific Member, Max Planck-Institute for Plasma 

Physics (20 min) 

14h05 Session 1: Current Progress and Future Prospects for Fusion Energy 

 

 Speakers: 

David Maisonnier, Chair, Fusion Power Coordinating Committee (FPCC) 

(15 min) 

Brian A. Grierson, Director of Fusion Energy Technologies, General Atomics (15 

min) 

Alain Becoulet, Deputy Director-General and Chief Scientist, ITER Organization 

(15 min) 

 

Moderator: Michele de Nigris, CERT Vice Chair  

Q&A (10 min) 

15h00 Coffee break 

 

15h30 Session 2: Critical Technology Barriers 

 

 Speakers: 

Francesca Ferrazza, Head of the Magnetic Fusion Initiatives Unit, Eni (10 min)  

Prof. Ryosuke Kodama, Director, Institute of Laser Engineering, Osaka University 

(10 min)  

 

Moderator: Dennis Mesina, CERT Vice Chair  

Discussion (40 min) 

 

Guiding questions: 

• What are the most significant technological challenges and opportunities 
that the fusion industry faces today, and how are they being addressed? 

• Are any breakthroughs needed / fundamental problems left to be solved, 
or are we “just” facing engineering problems? 

• What are the biggest technology hurdles to transitioning from experimental 
fusion projects to commercially viable fusion power plants? 

• How do different fusion development strategies across countries 
compare? Are there key differences in priorities or approaches? 
 



 

 

16h30 Session 3: Priority Actions for Government and Industry 

 

 Speakers: 

Elena Righi, Head of EURATOM Research, European Commission (10 min) 

Bob Mumgaard, CEO, Commonwealth Fusion Systems (10 min) 

 

Moderator: Toshiyuki Sakamoto, CERT Vice Chair  

Discussion (40 min) 

 

Guiding questions: 

• Given the different fusion strategies worldwide, what policies or funding 
mechanisms seem most effective for accelerating progress? 

• What are the key barriers to establishing effective public-private 
partnerships in fusion development? 

• What are the key differences between government-led and industry-led 
approaches to fusion development? 

• How can governments create policies that better support private-sector 
fusion initiatives? 

• What lessons can be learned from other large-scale scientific and energy 
projects when designing fusion policy frameworks? 

• What are the most critical policy and regulatory actions governments 
should take to accelerate fusion commercialization? 

• How can governments ensure long-term funding and stability for fusion 
research and development? 

• What are the biggest technical and financial challenges facing private 
fusion companies today? 

• How can public-private partnerships be structured to maximize innovation 
and efficiency in fusion development? 

• What are examples of successful collaborations between government and 
industry in fusion or other energy sectors? 

• How can international cooperation between government-led and private 
fusion efforts be improved? 

17h30 Close 

 



 

 

 

The State and Prospects of Fusion Energy workshop Data Protection Notice 

Please refer to the Data Protection Notice regarding Visitors to the IEA and IEA Event Participants 
available on the International Energy Agency (IEA)’s website for further information regarding the 
IEA’s processing of your personal data in connection with your participation in the The State and 
Prospects of Fusion Energy workshop taking place on 26 February 2025 (the “event”) and your rights 
in relation to your data. If you have further queries or complaints related to the processing of your 
personal data, please contact the Organisation for Economic Co- operation and Development (OECD) 
Data Protection Officer. If you need further assistance in resolving claims related to personal data 
protection, you can contact the OECD Data Protection Commissioner. 

The IEA also wishes to inform you that the IEA: 

- is collecting registration data from event participants such as first name, last name, gender, email, 
job title, affiliation, country of residence, dietary requirements and additionally. Zoom Video 
Communication Inc. (provider of the event’s meeting tool which enables virtual participation for 
participants who cannot attend the event in-person) will process some of that registration data on 
behalf of the IEA in accordance with their respective Privacy Policies in order to carry out their 
respective services for the OECD/IEA in respect of the event. Please refer to Zoom’s Privacy Policy; 

- may share the name, title, affiliation with certain presenters or other event participants via email. The 
IEA will not include participants’ contact details, such as emails and phone numbers, in any such 
shared list; 

- will record the event. Additionally, the recording may be posted after the event on the IEA’s website. 
This to expand access to a wider audience, including people who weren’t able to attend the event. 
Photographs may also be taken to facilitate communications and publicity. The recordings and 
photographs may be disseminated on social media channels and potentially re-used for informational 
purposes for up to 5 years. Additionally, the livestream recording will be available for public review for 
up to 10 years. All such material will then be archived at the IEA for an indefinite period of time. Only 
limited IEA staff have access to such archived recordings and photographs. The IEA is unable to edit 
the recording during the live webcast or after the event to obscure any participant’s image. 

As mentioned in the IEA’s notice, the IEA may also contact you about future events and other 
activities relating to the event’s subject matter that might be of interest. If you do not wish to be 
contacted about future events and activities please send an email to cert@iea.org. 

https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/0a7b689a-c962-4751-9cff-741e8740aa96/PersonalDataProtectionNoticeforVisitorstotheIEAandIEAEventParticipants.pdf
mailto:dpo@oecd.org
mailto:dpc@oecd.org
https://www.zoom.com/en/trust/privacy/privacy-statement/
mailto:cert@iea.org


 

 

 

 


