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What is contemporary urban
transformation about?
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~ Technology is the answer, ,
but what was the question?”

Cedric Price, 1966
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efficiency

producing better

/ \

sustainability

sufficiency

producing & consuming

producing differently less
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What is needed to support
Urban transformation?
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We need pioneers to try out new solutions —
and resources to support and develop them.
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" are geared tovvards the common good -
in buildings and neighbourhoods.
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TU Wien Library (© Peter Haas, CC BY-SA 3.0)

Nt éed learningsprocesses in establlshe
structures that enééurage self-reflection.

] architektur + future.lab
raumplanung | Ii’ research center C. Peer | 13.05.2025




Why is social innovation relevant for experimental
urban transformation?
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Transdisciplinarity research & development

Social problems Phase A
Controversial values, lack of
orientation & transformation
knowledge, institutional
specialisation, limits of
knowledge transfer

Actor-specific social
discourse
Administration,
institutions, NGOs,
companies, politics

Results for social practice
Strategies, concepts,
measures, prototypes,
technologies

Constitution of the joint
research topic
(problem framing)

Co-production of solution-

oriented and transferable
knowledge
(interdisciplinary integration)

Transdisciplinary
reintegration

Evaluation of new knowledge
in terms of contributions to
social progress and scientific
innovation

(NN

-

Scientific problems
Controversial knowledge, lack

of system & methodological
knowledge, disciplinary

specialisation, limits of intra-

scientific knowledge transfer

Scientific discourse
Universities, non-university

research institutions,
industrial research

-

Results for scientific practice
Methodological & theoretical
innovation, new research
questions

N

Idealistic way of transdisciplinary research process (Jahn 2021, in: Ober et al. 2024: 221,

adopted by presenter)
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immediate
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& discourse

A real-
~ world
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RESULTS
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CO-EVALUATION
* compiling tangible yields
* co-interpretation
« transfer
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Cyclical concept real-world laboratory (Wanner et al 2018: 102)
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Ways to enhance urban transformation with R&D

European & national knowledge ecosystem

* Adaptation of funding instruments (i.e. recognition of hybrid sponsorships, higher funding quotas for social
innovation)

* Promotion of specific functions such as activating, networking, exploring, intervening, educating, evaluating (i.e.
gualification networks in practice and science, recognition of hybrid sponsorships in evaluation networks)

Local knowledge ecosystem and urban planning

* Alignment of adaptations as outlined above for European and national level if possible

e Strengthening experimental governance

* Recognition and promotion of communities of practice at organisational level

» Structural recognition and promotion of transformative science (i.e. alternative qualification criteria, education
for sustainable development)

Specific knowledge alliances and social movements
* Developing structures beyond the mode of “projectification”
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The future.lab Research Center explores and empowers urban transformation and social !Ii’
innovation. As an open, transdisciplinary research and service facility, it offers scientific and

practice-oriented work and contributions, events and workshops, networking activities and future.lab
consulting services. Applied research is designed, undertaken, consolidated and further refined

in co-creative settings and learning interactions with partners from practice and science.

future.lab Research Center [E285-01]

Fakultat far Architektur und Raumplanung
Technische Universitat Wien

Karlsplatz 13

A-1040 Wien

MAIL christian.peer@tuwien.ac.at

WEB https://futurelab.tuwien.ac.at/research-center
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