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By 2050, some 70% of all people on 
Earth will live in urban areas

Source: UN DESA



Thousands of cities face 
significant climate risks 
and hazards today

Source: 2024 Global Covenant of Mayors Impact Report



And while a significant 
proportion of GHG emissions 

can be attributed to cities...
Source: Coalition for Urban Transitions, 2019

they are our greatest 
opportunity to overcome 
the climate emergency.



Source: 2024 Global Covenant of Mayors Impact Report

GCoM signatories could reduce emissions by 4.1 GtCO2e by 2050 
- equivalent to taking 1 billion gas-powered cars off of today’s roads



Cities globally are 
showing unprecedented 
ambition for climate & 
energy action 

Source: 2024 Global Covenant of Mayors Impact Report
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The GCoM initiative to accelerate city climate 
action through research, knowledge and 
innovation 

Setting the scene



The city journey: a compass for urban climate action





The premier convening at the nexus of cities, 
climate change science and policy 

innovation
Share space for connecting cities 

and local governments with

Marketplaces Conferences

cities business academia

to identify opportunities for 
collaboration across the climate 

action journey







Data Portal for Cities: a free tool to access 
data and build GHG inventories

Leveraging leading technologies
Transportation data from Google's Environmental Insights 
Explorer (EIE) has been integrated, providing cities 
worldwide with insights into activity and emissions 

Empowering local leadership
Integrates data from SEEG (Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Estimation System) specifically for Brazilian cities, enabling 
them to access detailed, high-quality local GHG data. 

Streamlining global best practice
Being improved with the learnings from the Green Resilient 
Cities Model supporting Brazil’s climate leadership.

Open data and interoperability
The tool is owned by GCoM and seamlessly integrated with 
reporting platforms such as CDP-ICLEI Track.

dataportalforcities.or
g

https://insights.sustainability.google/
https://insights.sustainability.google/
https://seeg.eco.br/en/seeg-data/
https://www.gov.br/mma/pt-br/assuntos/meio-ambiente-urbano-recursos-hidricos-qualidade-ambiental/cidades-verdes-resilientes


Announcing the 
AI x City Climate Action / Hackathon 2025

Two data-driven, action-oriented themes:

Expand energy access and alleviate 
energy poverty by designing innovative 
ways to help cities ensure reliable, 
affordable, and sustainable energy for all, 
especially in vulnerable communities

Identify actions and track implementation
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
build resilience being led by cities around 
the world.

1

2

KICKOFF
22 May 2025

PRIZE
city pairing and 

support for 
implementation

DEEP DIVE
02 July 2025

Córdoba, 
Argentina

DEADLINE
01 Sep 2025

FINALE
NYC 

Climate 
Week 

Announcing the 
A I x  C ity  C lim a te  A c tion  /  H a c k a t h o n  2 0 2 5

Two data-driven, action-oriented themes:

Ex p a n d  e n e rg y  a c c e s s  a n d  a lle v ia te  

e n e rg y  p ov e rty  by designing innovative 
ways to help cities ensure reliable, 
affordable, and sustainable energy for all, 
especially in vulnerable communities

Id e n tify  a c tion s  a n d  tra c k  im p le m e n ta tion  
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
build resilience being led by cities around 
the world.

1

2

KICKOFF
22 May 2025

PRIZE
city pairing and 

support for 
implementation

DEEP DIVE
02 July 2025

Córdoba, 
Argentina

DEADLINE
01 Sep 2025

FINALE
NYC 

Climate 
Week 





Linking Innovate4Cities and the Urban Transitions Mission



20

Governance
Innovative 

governance

Urban 

planning and 

design

Sustainable 

resource 

management

Sustainable 

infrastructure

Health and 

well-being
City-scale data

Resilience and 

adaptive 

capacity

Economy and 

financing
Digitalization

Systems 

approach
10 shared 

priorities 

Grounded in 

broader 

agendas

Linking Innovate4Cities and the Urban Transitions 
Mission
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2023-2024: A structure for knowledge generation -
UTM priorities, themes and tactics

Shared priorities for the Urban 

Transitions Mission

Innovative governance

Urban planning and design

Sustainable resource 

management

Sustainable infrastructure

Health and well-being

City-scale data

Resilience and adaptive capacity

Economy and financing

Digitalization

Systems approach

Data & 

scenarios

Energy 

(including 

renewables)

Governance Finance Mobility
Nature-

based 

solutions

Water

Forthcoming pending further planning and UTM cohort demand

Forthcoming pending further planning and UTM cohort demand

Future Clusters to be considered for inclusion based on UTM cohort demand – including waste 



Urban Transitions Mission Research Clusters
Convening urban research to accelerate the net-zero urban transition 

Link academics, researchers, universities & think tanks with UTM cities around priorities and 
themes

Identify past, present, and future knowledge generation opportunities to fill priority gaps

Encouraged to address UTM city-specific priorities and contribute outputs relevant to the next IPCC 
Assessment Report cycle 

Call open to academics, researchers, 
universities, and think tanks

Collaboration with Cities-TCP and launch of 3 research action groups on UTMC platform:
- Blended finance
- Energy infrastructures
- Data and scenarios



Revision of R&I prioritiesShared priorities for the Urban 

Transitions Mission

Innovative governance

Urban planning and design

Sustainable resource 

management

Sustainable infrastructure

Health and well-being

City-scale data

Resilience and adaptive 

capacity

Economy and financing

Digitalization

Systems approach

Data & 

scenarios

Energy 

(including 

renewables)

Governance Finance Mobility

Nature-

based 

solutions

Water

Forthcoming pending further planning and UTM cohort demand

Forthcoming pending further planning and UTM cohort demand

GRAA Gaps and Priorities

City-level models, data, and knowledge

- Digitalization
- Information integrity

- Efficiency

- Centralization
- Uncertainty

- Scale
- Communication

- Risk

Systems approach levels

- Finance
- Multi-level Partnerships

- Culture

- Infrastructure
- Waste

- Mobility
- Energy

- Food

- Water
- Health 

- Biodiversity
- Geography

Pillars of Justice and Equity

- Informality
- Indigenous Knowledges & Decoloniality

- Intergenerationality

- Adaptation & Mitigation
- Consumption & Production

- Engagement & Participation
- Conflict & Crisis

Reinforcing UTM links with the GRAA and SR Cities



City-level models, data, and knowledge

Digitalization 

(incl.data)

Information 

integrity
Efficiency Centralization Uncertainty Scale Communication Risk

Governance and Multi-level 

Partnerships

Finance

Infrastructure (incl. housing)

Mobility

Energy

Biodiversity

Water

Health (incl.wellbeing)

Waste

Food

Culture

Pillars of justice & equity

Informality  |  Indigenous Knowledges & Decoloniality  |  Intergenerationality  |  Climate Change Adaptation & Mitigation  | Sustainable Consumption & Production  |  Engagement & Participation  |  

Conflict & Crisis Management
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Futureproofed UTM priorities, linked with the GRAA and SR Cities



Q&As



E:

W:Thank you

Urban Transitions Mission - Cities Summit 2023

Mission Director Giorgia Rambelli
Mission Coordinator  Miriam Badino

utm@globalcovenantofmayors.org
grambelli@globalcovenantofmayors.org
mbadino@globalcovenantofmayors.org

www.urbantransitionsmission.org

Connect with the Urban Transitions Mission

European Commission - DG Research & Innovation
Philippe Froissard

Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy
Andy Deacon

Joint Programming Initiative Urban Europe
Margit Noll
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