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Context 

Air pollution has emerged as one of India’s gravest social and environmental problems in recent years. 

At the same time, the country is experiencing signs of a warming climate with potentially devastating 

effects in the long term. Energy-related fuel combustion is at the heart of both crises as it is a main 

source of three major air pollutants. Therefore, the adoption of an integrated approach to tackle both air 

pollution and climate change can deliver important co-benefits, but quantitative evidence is still 

fragmented in the Indian context. 

 

Objective 

This launch event shares key findings and recommendations of IEA’s report “Air quality and climate 

policy integration in India – Frameworks to deliver co-benefits” and discusses their implications with 

national stakeholders. The present analysis is a detailed assessment of the impact of India’s key energy 

policies on two major challenges, air pollution and climate change. It provides quantitative analysis on 

how flagship energy policies in the power, industry, road transport and residential sector can contribute 

to both challenges in parallel. The report finds that policy frameworks that accommodate these synergies 

will, if properly implemented, provide a more impactful response to pressing national health and 

environmental challenges, while offering great potential for India’s contribution in the global fight against 

climate change. 

Agenda 

Chair: Ms Sara Moarif, Head of Environment & Climate Change Unit, IEA  

15:00 IST  

11:30 CET 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 

 Ms Mechthild Wörsdörfer, Director Sustainability, Technology  

and Outlooks, IEA 

 Mr Abhay Bakre, Director General, BEE 

 Dr Vibha Dhawan, Director General, TERI  

15:25 IST  

11:55 CET 

Co-benefits of air quality and climate policy integration in India 

Key findings and recommendations 

 Ms Insa Handschuch 

Analyst, Environment & Climate Change Unit, IEA  

15:40 IST  

12:10 CET 

Moderated Panel Discussion 
 

Moderator:  

Dr Sumit Sharma, Director, Earth Science and Climate Change, TERI  

 Dr Prashant Gargava, Member Secretary, CPCB 

 Mr Sudhendhu Sinha, Advisor, Niti Aayog 

 Mr Kushagra Mittal, Director for LPG, MoPNG 

16:10 IST  

12:40 CET 

Q&A session  

16:20 IST   

12:50 CET 

Wrap up and closing remarks by TERI and IEA 

 Dr Ritu Mathur, Director, Integrated Assessments & Modelling, TERI 

 Mr Tom Howes, Head of Energy & Environment Division, IEA 

16:30 IST  

13:00 CET 

End of the webinar 

 


