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As Executive Director of the International Energy Agency, Dr Fatih Birol (fbirol) 
has positioned the IEA at the forefront of global efforts to advance a secure, 
affordable and sustainable energy system. Since taking office in 2015, he has 
modernised the Agency by broadening its energy security mandate beyond oil 
to include electricity, natural gas, renewables and critical minerals, strengthened 
the Agency’s global leadership in clean energy transitions and expanded IEA 
membership to include major emerging countries. As a result, the IEA’s share of 
global energy demand coverage has increased from 40% to over 80%. He has also 
played a central role in the global response to major energy security emergencies, 
including those triggered by the invasion of Ukraine in 2022 and the 2026 Strait 
of Hormuz crisis.

Dr Birol joined the IEA in 1995 and steadily rose through the ranks from junior 
analyst to Chief Economist, where he oversaw the flagship World Energy Outlook. 
Throughout his career, he has been a leading advocate for expanding access to 
electricity and clean cooking solutions in developing countries, particularly in 
Africa.

He has twice been included in the TIME100 list of the world’s most influential 
figures, in 2021 and 2026. His numerous honours include the French Legion of 
Honour, the Japanese Emperor’s Order of the Rising Sun, the Swedish King’s 
Order of the Polar Star, and the highest state decorations from Austria, Belgium, 
Germany, Italy, Korea, Portugal, and the United Arab Emirates.

Before joining the IEA, Dr Birol worked for the Organisation of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) in Vienna. He holds degrees in power engineering 
and energy economics from the Technical University of Istanbul and the Technical 
University of Vienna. He also has an honorary doctorate from Imperial College 
London and has been elected a Foreign Member of the Chinese Academy of 
Engineering.  He chairs the World Economic Forum’s Energy Advisory Board and 
is an honorary life member of Galatasaray Football Club.
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