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East Africa: Burundi, Comoros, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mauritius, Mozambique, Rwanda, Seychelles, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, United Republic 
of Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

East Africa Community: Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, United Republic of Tanzania, 
and Uganda. 

Emerging market and developing economies (EMDE): All other countries not included in the 
advanced economies regional grouping. 

Eurasia: Caspian regional grouping and the Russian Federation (Russia). 

Europe: European Union regional grouping and Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
North Macedonia, Gibraltar, Iceland, Israel5, Kosovo, Montenegro, Norway, Serbia, 
Switzerland, Republic of Moldova, Türkiye, Ukraine and United Kingdom. 

European Union: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus1,2, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, 
Spain and Sweden. 

International Energy Agency (IEA): OECD regional grouping excluding Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Iceland, Israel, and Slovenia. 

Latin America: Central and South America regional grouping and Mexico.  

Middle East: Bahrain, Islamic Republic of Iran (Iran), Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab Republic (Syria), United Arab Emirates and Yemen. 

Non-OECD: All other countries not included in the OECD regional grouping. 

Non-OPEC: All other countries not included in the OPEC regional grouping. 

North Africa: Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Morocco and Tunisia.  

North America: Canada, Mexico and United States. 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD): Australia, Austria, 
Belgium, Canada, Chile, Czech Republic, Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Korea, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye, United Kingdom and United 
States.  

Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC): Algeria, Angola, Republic of the 
Congo (Congo), Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, the Islamic Republic of Iran (Iran), Iraq, Kuwait, 
Libya, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates and Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
(Venezuela). 

Southern Africa: Angola, Botswana, Kingdom of Eswatini (Eswatini), Lesotho, Namibia, and 
South Africa.  
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Southeast Asia: Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
(Lao PDR), Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam. These 
countries are all members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

Southern African Development Community: Angola, Botswana, Comoros, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Eswatini, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, 
Namibia, Seychelles, South Africa, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Sub-Saharan Africa: Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, 
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Republic of the Congo (Congo), Côte 
d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Kingdom of Eswatini (Eswatini), 
Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, São Tomé and Príncipe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, 
Sudan, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania (Tanzania), Togo, Zambia, Zimbabwe and other 
African countries and territories.6 

West Africa: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, and Togo.  

Country notes 
1 Note by Republic of Türkiye: The information in this document with reference to “Cyprus” relates to the 
southern part of the island. There is no single authority representing both Turkish and Greek Cypriot people 
on the island. Türkiye recognises the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). Until a lasting and equitable 
solution is found within the context of the United Nations, Türkiye shall preserve its position concerning the 
“Cyprus issue”. 
2 Note by all the European Union Member States of the OECD and the European Union: The Republic of Cyprus 
is recognised by all members of the United Nations with the exception of Türkiye. The information in this 
document relates to the area under the effective control of the Government of the Republic of Cyprus. 
3 Individual data are not available and are estimated in aggregate for: Afghanistan, Bhutan, Cook Islands, Fiji, 
French Polynesia, Kiribati, Macau (China), Maldives, New Caledonia, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste and Tonga and Vanuatu.  
4 Individual data are not available and are estimated in aggregate for: Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, 
Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, Bonaire, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Dominica, Falkland 
Islands (Malvinas), French Guiana, Grenada, Guadeloupe, Guyana, Martinique, Montserrat, Saba, Saint 
Eustatius, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Pierre and Miquelon, Saint Vincent and Grenadines, Saint 
Maarten, Turks and Caicos Islands. 
5 The statistical data for Israel are supplied by and under the responsibility of the relevant Israeli authorities. 
The use of such data by the OECD and/or the IEA is without prejudice to the status of the Golan Heights, East 
Jerusalem and Israeli settlements in the West Bank under the terms of international law. 
6 Individual data are not available and are estimated in aggregate for: Réunion and Seychelles. 
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Abbreviations and acronyms 

ABS advanced biomass stove 
ACCESS Accelerating Clean Cooking and Electricity Services Scenario 
AfDB African Development Bank Group 
AFREC African Energy Commission 
CCA Clean Cooking Alliance 
CCPs Core Carbon Principles 
CLEAR Comprehensive Lowered Emission Assessment and Reporting 
CO carbon monoxide 
CO2 carbon dioxide 
CO2-eq carbon-dioxide equivalent 
COP Conference of the Parties (UNFCCC) 
DAC development assistance committee 
DFI development finance institutions 
DHS Demographic and Health Surveys 
DRC Democratic Republic of the Congo 
EMDE emerging market and developing economies 
EU European Union 
FDI foreign direct investment 
GACC General Administration of Customs of the People’ Republic of China 
GeCCo Global Electric Cooking Coalition 
GEE774 Green Economy Empowerment 774 
GDP gross domestic product 
GNCF Global Child Nutrition Foundation 
G7 Group of 7 
G20 Group of 20 
ICS improved biomass cookstove 
ICVCM Integrity Council for the Voluntary Carbon Market 
IEA International Energy Agency 
IIASA International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis  
IMF International Monetary Fund 
IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
ITMOs Internationally Traded Mitigation Outcomes 
KTH Kungliga Tekniska Hogskolan (KTH Royal Institute of Technology) 
LNG liquefied natural gas 
LOAs Letters of Authorisation 
LPG liquefied petroleum gas 
MDB multilateral development bank 
MECS Modern Energy Cooking Services 
MER market exchange rate 
MTF multi-tier framework 
NDC Nationally Determined Contribution 
OECD Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
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OPEC Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
PM2.5 particulate matter 2.5 
PMUY Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 
RISE Regulatory Indicators for Sustainable Energy 
SDG  Sustainable Development Goal (United Nations) 
UN United Nations 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme 
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
US United States 
USD United States Dollar 
VAT value added tax 
WBA World Bioenergy Association 
WEO World Energy Outlook 
WFP World Food Programme 
WHO World Health Organization 
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Nearly 2 billion people worldwide still lack access to clean cooking 
solutions, half of them in sub-Saharan Africa. The traditional use of 
biomass for cooking is one of the world’s leading causes of 
premature death, responsible for 2.5 million deaths annually, 
disproportionately a!ecting women and children. It also burdens 
households with hours of time collecting fuel each day – time lost 
to education and other productive activities – and generates 
emissions comparable to those from international aviation and 
shipping combined. Yet closing the clean cooking gap could be 
achieved with an investment of just USD 4 billion a year.

Despite its importance, clean cooking has long been overlooked 
by the international community. While the number of people 
without access has halved globally since 2010, driven by rapid 
progress in Asia, it continues to rise in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Recognising clean cooking access as a defining challenge for 
Africa’s prosperity, the International Energy Agency (IEA) hosted 
the first International Summit on Clean Cooking in Africa in Paris in 
2024, elevating the challenge on the global agenda and mobilising 
USD 2.2 billion in commitments. 

In a new report, Clean Cooking in Africa: Progress Report 2026, the 
IEA o!ers a new stocktake of progress and remaining gaps across 
sub-Saharan Africa. The report assesses progress towards universal 
access across key dimensions, examines the impact of the ongoing 
conflict in the Middle East, and tracks delivery of the financial and 
policy commitments made at the 2024 Summit.

The analysis draws on the latest available data, with ongoing e!orts 
by the IEA to address remaining gaps in global clean cooking data 
and strengthen the tracking of progress. This report is the latest 
entry in the IEA’s 25-year history of tracking progress on energy 
access and promoting clean cooking as a crucial part of the global 
energy agenda. The tracking in this report will continue to be 
updated in the future.
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