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https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/42883/attachments/1/translations/en/renditions/native
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Diversification 

benchmark of 65% for 

Strategic RM



Extraction and 

processing capacity 

benchmark of 10% and 

40% for Strategic RM



Recycling capacity 

benchmark of 25% for 

Strategic RM
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Existing funds for supporting projects
Funds and programmes Objectives Envelope Instruments

European Regional 

Development Fund (ERDF)

Promote regional cohesion (focus on SMEs) €72 bn for PO "Greener 

Europe" under MFF

Grants

Recovery and Resilience 

Facility (RRF) –

RePowerEU chapter

Energy security, diversification of EU’s 

energy supply, increase of uptake of 

renewables and energy efficiency

Explicit reference to CRM value chains

€750 bn + €20 bn under

RePower

Grants/financial 

instruments (loans,

equity, guarantees)

Just Transition Fund Reduce social and economic costs of the 

green transition

€19.2 bn under the 

MFF+NGEU

Primarily grants

InvestEU Support to EU policy priorities (market-

based and demand-driven instrument)

€26.2 bn under MFF+NGEU
(budgetary guarantee split btw EIB 

group and other IPs)

Loans, equity. 

guarantees

Innovation Fund Driving clean innovative technologies toward 

the market

€38 bn from ETS revenue (at 

€75/tCo2)

Grants, up to 60% of the 

additional capital and 

operational costs

Neighbourhood, 

Development and 

International Cooperation 

Instrument (NDICI) & 

EFSD+ guarantee

EU’s investment framework for external 

action

€40 bn (budgetary guarantee split btw 

EIB and other IPs)

Grants, loans, 

guarantees, equity

Strategic Technologies for 

Europe Platform (STEP)

Clean technologies, incl. sustainable 

extraction of critical raw materials



• General Block Exemption Rules (GBER) 

• Does not require notification

• Since March 2023 also explicitly includes risk finance aid for SMEs along CRM value chain

• Climate, Energy and Environmental Aid Guidelines (CEEAG)

• Possibilities for processing, recycling, deploying less polluting technologies, rehabilitating polluted 

mining sites, etc.

• Regional Aid Guidelines

• Can be along entire CRM value chain as long as conditions fulfilled: needs to be in assisted areas, 

needs to have incentive effect, etc.

• Temporary Crisis and Transition Framework (TCTF)

• Covers key sectors affected by the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) that are critical for the transition to 

net-zero and at risk of being diverted (i.e. batteries, solar panels, wind turbines, heat-pumps, 

electrolysers, carbon capture usage and storage equipment) 

• For these sectors, it covers key components and related critical raw materials

• Important Projects of Common European Interest (IPCEI) - value chain approach

State Aid Schemes
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Objective: Support the EU's CRM value chain by:

• Increasing the geological knowledge of the EU's CRM 
potential

• Helping de-risk targeted and private exploration 
campaigns

Member States are to draw up National exploration 
programmes on CRMs (to be reviewed every 5 years), 
including, as appropriate:

• mineral mapping at a suitable scale;

• geochemical campaigns (soils, sediments, rocks);

• geoscientific surveys;

• processing of the data (e.g., predictive maps);

• reprocessing of existing geoscientific survey data.
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Strategic Partnerships RawMaterials

NAMIBIA

DRC

UKRAINE

NORWAY

GREENLAND

KAZAKHASTAN

AUSTRALIA

CHILE

ARGENTINA

Partnerships signed

Partnerships in the 

pipeline 

CANADA

ZAMBIA
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1661
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/publications/european-critical-raw-materials-act_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/raw-materials/areas-specific-interest/critical-raw-materials/critical-raw-materials-act_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/a5a7b598-6542-42c3-9b32-ba98b6a959f8_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/04f72016-032f-4dc1-92cd-1ada791b5540_en?filename=Study%202023%20CRM%20Assessment.pdf
https://scrreen.eu/crms-2023/
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